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Mapping Maritime History and Maritime Culture

Ocean is the source of life. Since humans knew how to employ the ocean to
make a living, throughout human history, human beings are found developing their
awareness about the ocean and their contact with the other countries and cultures, as
well as building up the relationship and encounters between races, countries and
nature. With the age of exploration, men reached beyond their boundaries. The desire
to own a piece of land beyond the sea is fulfilled by travels on waters. In the
mercantile era, when oceans connected towns and cities on the coasts and weave
together networks of seaborne commerce, the building of empire and the formation of
diaspora became a part of human collective memory. This book is a collection of
essays involved with maritime culture and history. The issues discussed include sea
ports, commerce and coastal communities and adventures of heroes crossing the
ocean and cultural history of slavery boats.
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Oceanic Culture Revisited

In the cultura history of human beings, ocean is never a tamed image. Ocean
suggests natural beauty, and adventure; however, in the meantime it is involved with
tears and suffering. With globalization, ocean means more. It suggests boundaries,
power, commerce and cultural communications. The seascape descriptions found in
Melville, Poe and seaimages in Turner constructed imagination about the ocean while
Francis Bacon and Jules Verne cultivated literary cregtivities with ocean exploration.
Humans are bounded by the ocean; human also construct laws and regulations for the
purpose of benefits. In the book on oceanic culture, chapters on law, communities,

languages used on islands, geography and maritime literature intend to conduct a
dialogue with the scholars in maritime studies.

Keywords
Maritime culture, ocean in literature, seascape, geography

PDF % ffi ™| "pdfFactory Pro" Z&™ 154 # I www.ahasoft.com.tw/FinePrint



http://www.ahasoft.com.tw/FinePrint
http://www.ahasoft.com.tw/FinePrint

